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A  day Conference outl ine to encourage deeper engagem ent w ith Scripture  

Tit le : How might we ‘do Bible better’ in our parish and personal lives? 

 
 
Tim ing:  One possibility is to coincide with the change of Gospel in the lectionary with a key 
note speaker who could offer an overview of that Gospel – a New Testament scholar with a 
‘popular touch’. 
 
 
Concept : a day event at a convenient place within the diocese, hosted by the Bishop [that 
shows its importance in the life of a diocese], and consisting of: 

Ø a key note speaker 
Ø  two 60 minute long workshops/seminars 
Ø a short session on the helpful resources 
Ø worship (a Service of the Word themed around Scripture) 

 

Possible  W orkshops during such a  day 

 
• Going further  into  the Gospel  – A follow on from the key note address for 

those wishing to dig deeper into the Gospel. 
 

• Facing the chal lenge of  b ibl ical  i l l i teracy in  our  churches  – How do we 
challenge our congregations to know their Bible better? What are the barriers to greater 
biblical literacy? A workshop looking at a couple of the schemes that encourage a serious 
reading of the Bible over a protracted period of time e.g. ‘Reading the whole Bible in a 
year’ or ‘Reading the New Testament and Psalms during Lent’. 
 
Possible resources:  
Bible Challenge http://goo.gl/Sg98Wt and http://goo.gl/wnK8fc  
 

• W hat m ight  we do next  Lent?  – exploring possible Lent courses that encourage 
a deeper engagement with Scripture and not simply using it as a peg to hang other 
explorations on. 
 
Possible resources:  see the Bible Study Courses suitable for Lent or five sessions 
section on this web-site. Also the Canterbury Course, the Wau Course and 
Fullness of Life Course. The How might Anglicans better interpret what we read in 
the Bible?  A Study Guide Also look at the Mapping of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John {Bible Study Maps] on the Norwich Diocesan online shop website: 
http://shop.dioceseofnorwich.org/ 
 

• Understanding the lect ionary  – engaging with the rationale behind why, as 
Anglicans, we use a lectionary and what the lectionary says about our 
understanding of the Scriptures.  
 
Possible resources: Lectionary Story 1 & 2 in the resources from the BILC project 
http://goo.gl/WD7c4A and http://goo.gl/Bh127P  
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• M aking m ore of  “Services  of  the W ord”  – we make very creative use of the 
‘Service of the Word’ at Christmas in our Carol services and often around Passion-tide 
and Easter. We allow Scriptures to tell the story. Could we do this more often and 
explore other themes and areas of life biblically? 
 
Possible resources: Case Study – Engaging with the Word in the resources from the 
BILC project http://goo.gl/DKeafO  
 

• Being m ore intentional  about the place of  Scr ipture  in  our  worship  – 
Scripture and scriptural images abound in our liturgies but do most of those in the 
pew know where they appear in Scripture? A workshop exploring the way 
Scripture is used in our liturgies and the effect these have on our worship. 

 
• Studying the Gospels  in  paral le l  – the Bible gives us four parallel lives of Jesus. 

Usually, we tend to either conflate them into one or simply look at one of these 
accounts. What might it be like to explore them in parallel with all the relevant 
texts before us at the same time; does this add a helpful extra dimension to our 
study of this part of the Bible? 
 
Possible resources: there are six study outlines with the parallel texts in Parallel 
Lives of Jesus – Four Gospels, One Story by Edward Adams pub SPCK 2011. 
These explore the Baptism of Jesus, the Feeding of the 5,000, the Walking on 
Water, the Transfiguration, the Death of Jesus and the Empty Tomb. 
 

• Understanding herm eneutics  through h+  -  The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, one of the ‘Bible Society family’ worldwide has written a course to help 
members of congregations to understand hermeneutics – the way we seek to 
understand and interpret the Bible. While this workshop is not long enough to 
undertake the course it might be an opportunity to explore with others the 
possibility of putting on the course in a diocese, a deanery, a town or village. 
 
Possible resources: the h+ website is http://www.hplus.org.uk/  
 

• W indows into Scripture other  parts  of  the Com m union m ight  offer  us  – 
the Anglican Communion has 85 million members in over 165 countries so it is 
likely that we will approach Scripture and see things within it differently. What, 
therefore, can we learn from others in the Communion? How might we enable this 
learning to take place?  
 
Possible resources: people from other parts of the Communion who might be living 
in your locality or visiting. Also there are eight ‘windows’ into how different parts 
of the Communion see the Bible in their life in Section 2 of the BILC report Deep 
Engagement; Fresh Discovery. See pages 13-38 of the report at 
http://goo.gl/YC09oF  
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A possible  t im etable  for  such a  day 

 
9.30am  Registration and coffee 

10.00am Welcome and introduction to the day by the Bishop 

10.15am Keynote address on the Gospel for the year 

11.00am Coffee 

11.30am Workshop 1 – from the list above adding others that might add to the theme 

of the day. Ask workshop leaders to run them twice asking participants to pick 

two they will attend. 

12.30pm Lunch 

1.30pm  Workshop/seminar 2 

2.30pm A session outlining the kinds of material and resources that are available 

for use in any parish. Many of these are outlined above in the ‘possible 

resources’ for each workshop. 

3.00pm Reflections on the day given by the Bishop and other observers 

3.30pm Service of the Word taking as its theme ‘The Word of God’ [see possible 

outline below] 
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Possible  W orship O utl ine 

 
Your Word is a light to my path 

 
The word of God is living and active. 
It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
All is open and laid bare before the eyes of him 
to whom we give account. 
We confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
May your loving mercy come to me, O Lord, 
and your salvation according to your word: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord,  have m ercy.  
Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ ,  have m ercy.  
O let your mercy come to me that I may live, 
for your law is my delight: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord,  have m ercy.  
 
Psalm  119: 105-112 
 
Si lence 
 
Reading:  2 Timothy 3:10-17 
 
Si lence 
 
The Word of life which was from the beginning 
w e proclaim  to you.  
The darkness is passing away 
and the true light is already shining; 
the W ord of  l i fe  w hich w as from  the beginning.  
That which we heard, which we saw with our eyes, 
and touched with our hands, 
w e proclaim  to you.  
For our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The W ord of  l i fe  w hich w as from  the beginning 
w e proclaim  to you.  
 
We pray for strength to follow Jesus. 
Saviour, we hear your call. 
H elp us to fol low .  
 
Jesus said: 'Whoever wishes to be great among you 
must be your servant,' 
Saviour, we hear your call. 
H elp us to fol low .  
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Jesus said: 'Unless you change 
and become humble like little children, 
you can never enter the kingdom of heaven.' 
Saviour, we hear your call. 
H elp us to fol low .  
 
Jesus said: 'Be merciful as your Father is merciful; 
love your enemies and do good to them.' 
Saviour, we hear your call. 
H elp us to fol low .  
 
Jesus said: 'Love one another, as I love you; 
there is no greater love than this, 
to lay down your life for your friends.' 
Saviour, we hear your call. 
H elp us to fol low .  
 
Jesus said: 'Go to people everywhere 
and make them my disciples, 
and I will be with you always, to the end of time.' 
Saviour, we hear your call. 
H elp us to fol low .  
 
God of mercy, 
you know us and love us 
and hear our prayer: 
keep us in the eternal fellowship of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Am en.  
  
Alm ighty G od,  
w e thank you for the gift  of  your holy  w ord.  
M ay it  be a  lantern to our feet,  
a  l ight  upon our paths,  
and a  strength to our l ives.  
Take us and use us 
to love and serve al l  people 
in  the pow er of  the H oly Spirit  
and in  the nam e of  your Son,  
Jesus Christ  our Lord.  
 
 

New Patterns for Worship, material from which  
is included in this service is ©The Archbishops’ Council 2002 

 
For m ore resources go to  

http://goo.gl/0wGfr0 
 
 
 


